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Vor. XV. KANSAS CITY, MO., AUGUST, 1901. 


TWO ROADS. 


CORA MILLER. 


Iam going somewhere, and I want to make the 
journey in the shortest possible time, because there 
is a purpose in it and I must fulfill it. There are two 
ways of reaching the end, a long way ’round anda 
short way. As ‘‘a straight line is the shortest dis- 
tance between two points,” the straight road will take 
me to my objective point much quicker than the 
’round-about road. 

But how shall I be able to know at the starting 
point which is the short road? ‘This is a new and 
unexplored country to me, and no one seems to know 
positively which way to direct me, so I must decide 
it for myself. 

While I am halting, trying to decide, something 
within, a voice, says to me, ‘‘Go this way,” and lI 
find my eyes directed to a certain road. I feel im- 
pelled to go that way, when another voice, different 
from the first, says, ‘‘Don’t go that way; go this 
way,” and involuntarily my eyes move in the direction 
of the other road. Now I am greatly in doubt what 
to do, Clearly there are two voices within me direct- 


ing me in opposite directions. I have never had any 


important question to decide before, consequently I 
have never been aware of their presence. 

Now I seem to hear the first voice again, but it is 
rather faint, and I do not hear it as plainly as the 
other voice. Then voice number two says again, 
“Go this way, because .” Ihave since learned 
that this voice always gives a reason, and finally per- 
suades one by much argument to do as it says. So 
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I yield to it and go that way. I have not gone far 
when I meet an obstruction; I am delayed, and I 
wonder whether, after all, I did right in coming this 
way. That obstacle is removed, and I journey on; 
when lo! another delay more serious than the first. 
I do not understand it. 

Something is wrong. ‘‘I particularly wanted to 
reach my destination speedily, and there ought to be 
some way. by which I could be rightly directed.’’ 
These are some of the unprofitable murmurings. I 
blame everything, mostly God, for allowing me to be 
misled. I will admit that almost from the first 
moment I took my first step I have had a /ee/ing that 
I should have obeyed ‘the little voice,” my first im- 
pression, and as the difficulties increase and multiply 
I am convinced that would have been the thing to do. 

But what is to be done now? I can’t go back. I 
will ‘‘go forward,” hoping there may be a cross-road 
further on so I may be able to cross over to the other 
road. After atime ‘‘the little voice” says, ‘‘Cross 
here,” but by this time I am so intent upon some- 
thing I want very much to do that I do not hear it, 
that is, I do not hear it really. Sometimes people 
speak to us, and we are so absorbed in thought we do 
not seem to hear just then, but after a time we become 
aware that someone spoke to us. When I have 
‘‘come to my senses” I recall hearing something 
about a cross-road, but it is too late now for we have 
gone far beyond. I wonder if I will have another 
opportunity. 

In the meantime I cannot be idle: I must do 
something, if not more than /¢Ainmk. By doing that I 
shall bring into use some of my faculties, which is 
excellent practice. There is, of course, the possi- 
bility of thinking only one way — becoming onesided. 
The more I think about this thing I want to accom- 
plish the more faint becomes ‘‘the little voice,” until 
finally 1 do not hear it at all. But why should it 
continue to speak when I will not obey? 

I have traveled such a long time—it seems ages 
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—and | seem to have accomplished nothing. Oh, 
why did I ever start! I am apparently making no 
progress; it is altogether useless. 1 ask myself, ‘‘Is 
life worth living?” I meet so many travelers, and all 
seem to be just as much in the dark asI am. No 
one can advise or direct me. Everyone to whom I 
appeal does the best he can and tells me what he 
would do, but he goes on groping blindly, so I do 
not feel much encouraged. I find it is much easier 
to advise others than to get ourselves out of diffi- 
culties. Perhaps it is because our own are so much 
greater! Who so able to show the student the way 
to do the problem correctly as the one who has 
mastered that same problem? I sometimes think I 
have more problems than anyone I know. I feel so 
tired and weary and I am also hungry and thirsty, 
for I have not had much real good food since I 
started. Some food has been furnished me, and it 
satisfies my hunger for a time, but I need something 
more substantial. As I look ahead, I see no light, no 
positive way out, and I am filled with a hopelessness 
which makes it difficult to move. I feel as though 
I wanted to give up entirely and rest, but I am pre- 
vented from doing this by an invisible force, and a 
voice that says in no uncertain tones, ‘‘ Move on.” 
So I gather all the strength I can, and pull myself 
together, as it were, and take another step. Yes, I 
can see now that was no place for me to stop. It 
would be cowardly and weak to stop with my work 
unfinished; it is braver to go on, but it means much. 
There is nothing gained by sitting down and bemoan- 
ing my fate and lamenting my disobedience. By 
doing that I may miss my next opportunity to cross 
over onto the smooth road. 

If disobedience takes me over a rough road, 
obedience must surely have a smooth road. As 
children, some of us have proved the truth of this. 
Everyone to whom I go for help is so filled with his 
own troubles that he cannot see my condition as it 
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looks to me. No one has the power to see and know 
the heart. Each one judges according to the way it 
looks to him. I notice also that everyone on this 
road is in trouble, some more, some less. There are 
various plagues, but the plague that strikes the heart 
is the hardest to bear. (That was the ninth plague 
which the Lord sent upon Pharaoh.) When that 
comes to one he invariably calls upon the name of the 
Lord. if they have never done so before, they are 
most earnest in their petition at that time. It 
occurred to me as I observed this that it is well for 
us that God is Love and too great to be offended, for if 
He were human He would not like to be ignored at 
all times except when we are in trouble. But He 
has said, ‘‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee, 
and no evil shall come nigh thy dwelling.” Then 
why is it we all seem to be surrounded by evil? It is 
because we are on the wrong road, our dwelling is 
not in the right place. ‘‘He that dwelleth in the 
secret place of the Most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty.” Before I can dwell there 
I must find out where that is. 

When I discover the cause of these difficulties, I 
make a strong resolution that if the Lord will put me 
on the right road and help me out of my present 
trouble I will be more obedient to His will in the 
future. But I feel as though it ought to be done at 
once; I feel that I have suffered enough for all my 
mistakes, and I ought not to be compelled to waii 
when I am ready. What is it I am ready for, to ode: 
or merely to get out of my trouble? It is rather hard 
to see just which is uppermost, but I do want re/ieys. 
And now the question arises, How is the Lord to make 
His will known to me? There can be only one way, 
by ¢e/ding me what He wants me to do. Will I 
really hear and odey the next time ‘‘the little voice” 
speaks to me? 

I find my present difficulty slips away and I have 
quite a sense of freedom. I am so glad I got out of 
that as well as I did. Matters seem to run quit 
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smoothly for a time, and I forget about the Lord 
for the time being —so many things of a ‘‘ material 
nature ’’ claim my attention. There is more or less 
of interest on the way. I make new acquaintances 
and some friends, and among these I find some 
sympathetic souls. We tell our experiences and con- 
dole with one another, but I find this casts a gloom 
over me and I feel very much depressed, so I resolve 
to indulge less in that sort of thing and look for some- 
thing cheerful to talk about. Too much sympathy 
encourages a rehearsal of woes which tend to make a 
‘mountain out of a hill,” and helps no one. 

I have met a stranger. He seems more cheerful 
and hopeful than any of the other people. I want to 
be near him, his presence is so restful. You have 
met some such person sometime. The presence is 
like a benediction. It is divine to radiate peace and 
good cheer. The stranger is a messenger from the 
Straight Road. He started wrong just as | did, but 
he happened to hear ‘‘the little voice” and obeyed it. 
After having passed many cross-roads and having 
many bitter experiences he concluded he would pay 


” 


no more heed to the ‘‘ big voice” with its decauses, as 
it had led him into many difficulties from which it 
was not easy to escape. He says that voice is more 
aggresive and always speaks with so much authority, 
while ‘‘the little voice’ is very gentle, not a bit 
aggresive, and that is the reason very few people heed 
it at first. One day he decided to obey it; he knew 
he could n’t meet with worse experiences than he had 
is the voice of the 


? 


had. He says ‘‘the little voice’ 
Lord, but noone knows it when he hears it at first; 
we have to become acquainted with it. The mes- 


senger says those who obey it are allowed, after 
sufficient proof of loyalty, to come over on the ’round- 
about road and tell the people how they can cross 
over onto the smooth road. There is acondition that 
must be met: Each one must hear ‘the little voice” 
within himself, and obey. ‘‘Be a doer of the word 
and nota hearer only.’’ You will find more about 
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this in James 1:21. Hearing is the first necessity 
and obedience the second. 

I have made up my mind to cultivate an acquaint- 
ance with that voice. I am sure it will show me the 
‘‘Road called Thought” (Acts 9:11). The apostle is 
found in that road. 

I have found the cross-road, and the messenger tells 
me it will be rather slow traveling at first until I 
become accustomed to my ‘‘new guide.” As I do 
that and follow its leading, I shall escape the rough 
places, for, he tells me, the cross-road is not perfectly 
smooth. But there is some satisfaction in knowing I 
am doing the best I can and that I am going in the 
right direction. 

As I go on from day to day I am able to look back 
at some of my experiences and find a lesson in them. 
It is now quite plain to me that I was very self-willed. 
Of course that is natural to everyone at first. Some 
are more self-willed than others. We have desires 
which we think we must have fulfilled, in fact, we feel 
we could not do without them. Perhaps those desires 
are alright in themselves, and yet we do not get them 
because we are not fulfilling the conditions — we are 
on the wrong road. We want everything done our 
way; we have such confidence in our own wisdom. 
We are a ‘‘stiff-necked and rebellious people” and 
we stand in our own way, so that we are the odstacle 
in the way of fulfillment of our desires. When we 
can let go and stop trying to do God’s work and say, 
‘Thy will is my will; Thou knowest best,” we shall 
find a great burden taken from us. 

If God is all-wise, infinitely loving, He will not 
withhold from any one of His children what is good 
for thatone. If ‘‘God knoweth the heart of man and 
knoweth what we have need of before we ask,” can 
we not trust Him to lead us, and bring all that is 
best? ‘*Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also 
in him, and he shall bring thee the desires of thy 
heart.”’ 

In all desire the motive must be pure. Very 
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often we change our views about our desires, and can 
see it would not have been well for us if we had 
obtained them. Trusting the Lord to bring me the 
good that is for me does not permit of inactivity on 
my part. The law of Being compels action, not 
inertia. The Lord said to Moses, ‘‘Speak to the 
people that they go forward.” I have been given 
faculties, powers, and capacities, and I must use 
them and do what the law requires of me; otherwise 
I should be depending upon the Lord to literally 
drag me into my proper place and conditions. 
Obedience implies activity, or a doing. ‘‘ Noah 
walked with God.” Noah was a good man and a just 
man. He was obedient to the will of God; he walked 
with it, not contrary to it. Don’t you see that one 
who does the will of God connot be unjust? We 
must be just to ourselves. ‘‘Be true to thine own 
self, thou canst not then be false to any man.”” We 
must be true to the highest and best in us. 

Ignorance is the cause of all mistakes. Mistakes 
bring their consequences —the rough places in exist- 
ence. But it is not natural for the infant at the 
beginning of existence to know all things or to under- 
stand all things. As time goes on opportunity is 
furnished for getting knowledge. We eat of the tree 
of knoweledge of good and evil, and our experiences 
are a continuation of both. We seem to stand be- 
tween the two; sometimes the scales tip one way and 
sometimes the other way. We are never quite 
balanced as regards these two conditions. Many of 
us often think we are getting more evil than we de- 
serve. We can throw ourselves on the side of good 
and reap a rich harvest, for the reaping will be 
according to the sowing. 

Do you remember how we learned the multipli- 
cation table? We said it over and over until it was 
indelibly impressed upon our consciousness; then 
we didn’t have to say it any more because we knew 
it, were one with it. So if we find our consciousness 
filled with a mixture of good and evil, and if we want 
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to realize more good we must ‘‘sow good seed.” 
How can I put into my consciousness that which is 
good except by ¢hinking what is good? I will say to 
myself many times daily, and as often as evil sug- 
gests itself to me, ‘‘I am filled with Divine Good.” 
That will crowd out the evil thoughts, and when 
they are gone there will be no evil words and no evil 
deeds. 

‘‘Be pure in thought, word and deed.” 

These are some of the lessons I have learned on 
the roundabout road, and I have proven them to be 
valuable and true. 

When we come to the rough places that is just 
the time to take hold of the good; think good things, 
no matter what the appearance, and the good will 
come to the surface and make itself manifest by the 
law of attraction. Every thought is a seed, and 
will bear fruit after its kind. We are all gardeners, 
and must learn the nature of the seeds we are using 
and what they bring forth, then we can wisely choose 
what we will sow. The more good we put into our 
minds the more good we shall see in the world. We 
shall be magnets for good; we shall have more and 
truer friends, we shall be more prosperous and have 
better health. We shall be gentle and compassion- 
ate, and a blessing to mankind. 

I have not finished my journey on the cross-road, 
but I have had sufficient evidence that if I am obedi- 
ent to ‘‘the little voice,’’ I shall make no mistakes 
and have no bitter experiences, for that voice never 
guides amiss. Prove it in the small affairs of every- 
day life, then when the large problem presents itself 
you will not be afraid to trust it. The soul that has 
good food (feeds on the good) will thrive and grow 
strong and powerful, and shall make the good man- 
ifest inthe world. In the proportion that the indi- 
vidual uproots the evil in his consciousness and lets 
the good take its place, evil is lessened in the world 
by that much. 

‘¢ Let your light shine.’’ Radiate the good. 


THE TONE. 
WALTER DE VOE. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the manifestation of the 
words of angels, spirits, and mortals, of the mighty 
tone of eternal truth, which is the keynote to every 
created thing; the life, and light, and joyous harmony 
in which all beings live, move and have their being, 
as live the tones in a musical composition. 

His glorious word or tone of faith in the Infinite 
and Absolute Good is uplifting and awakening praise 
to his divine image in his beloved humanity. The 
voice of the ‘‘many waters” of his thoughts of uni- 
versal love to all, speaks only in praise to those in 
the dream of evil and sin and sorrow; for he beholds 
the truth, his own image and likeness, in all, which 
is not lost in the darkness of mortal thought, but 
stands in the light of an eternal day. He proclaims 
the everlasting truth, that all is Good, which is the 
positive healing and redeeming faith that overcomes 
all the negative and limiting beliefs and conditions of 
mortal thinking. 

Let us learn the new song of life, which is positive 
praise to the Divine Intelligence that zs the life and 
latent consciousness of every atom of this created 
cosmos. Every thought you think is a living mental 
tone that embodies the One Intelligence, but modifies 
its force toward freedom or bondage according to the 
quality of your faith in good or evil. These thoughts 
live in the atomic cells of your flesh, and whatever the 
tone or quality of the aggregate of all your thoughts, 
such will be the tone of your physical organism. 
Your word is your only burden. 

Jesus Christ does not believe in good and evil. 
He does not believe there is any power or reality in 
sin, sickness, or death, for he himself is the glorious 
reality, the only truth; and his whole faith is in God, 
the Good, the only Presence and Power throughout 
the whole range of Infinity. 

This is the Tone to which you must tune your 
every thought and feeling. All is Good. You must 
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cast out by denial every belief that limits the goodness 
of God; every condemnation of self or others; every 
thought of fear, or evil, or sin; for these are negative 
thoughts and false tones, that show faith in pain, and 
disease, and inharmony, in your body and affairs. 
All is Good. Every thought or realization of the 
Almighty Good that is alive everywhere, is a positive 
tone of harmony and health. Arise, and awake to 
the positive tone of the Christ Mind. All is Good. 

You are a harp of a thousand strings, but the 
strings are loose and out of tune. How can the 
Divine Mind of the Spirit produce anything but dis- 
cords as it blows through the harp of your nature, 
Tune up your negative strings of thought, which are 
your beliefs in the absence of God, the Good. Tune 
every thought in accord with the saving, healing 
truth that All is Good; there is only God. 

Become alive and enthusiastic in your faith in the 
Divine Goodness. Recite this truth to all your 
thoughts with such a joyous conviction that they will 
all be converted and made alive with the Spirit of 
Truth. It is a process of development that will take 
time, but the joy that you realize in knowing and 
preaching this truth to yourself and to all minds that 
are receptive to your silent thought will convert even 
time, and instead of being dreary and monotonous, 
all time will have its real quality as a good time. 

You have a host of thought children generated 
from all your thinking in the past. All these look to 
you as their god, and obey your thought and will, 
be it good or evil; that is, if you believe in pain, they 
have no task but to produce pain, because they know 
no better than you, and do only as you think; if you 
believe in poverty and want or lack of any good sub- 
stance, they use all their energy to cut off your sup- 
ply of life forces, or to sever the magnetic lines 
which are drawing your money supply to you. So, 
you see, there is the daily work of educating and 
developing these thought children of the past into 
the understanding of the great Good that you now 
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know, that they may work in harmony with you as 
your mental forces of faith to the manifestation of 


your good. 

As you gradually bring all your thoughts into the 
positive realization that All is Good, your mental and 
physical tone will become deeper and stronger, and 
more positive in love and harmony; and this will 
bring you in closer touch with the holy, healing 
Spirit of the Christ, and your thoughts will become 
strong enough to receive the potency of His presence; 
for you know that only the pure in heart can see 
God and live. Your beliefs in an evil presence or 
power face the darkness, and these must all become 
sO positive in intelligence that they can behold the 
glorious face of their Good Father and not be over- 
come by the Light. 

Glory to God inthe highest. You nowknow how 
to walk in His way of life and joy and peace. You 
will continue to intone and embody His thoughts of 
divine truth until even your flesh becomes the Word 
made flesh, and your thoughts all sing of the eternal 
goodness of your God, and your heart is filled to 
overflowing with the bliss of His divine being, which 
becomes to you the only reality, the only presence, 
the only power, and the only consciousness. 

Glory to the Living Truth. All is Good. 


FREEDOM. 


I stand in the door-way of promise, 
My soul reaching out for the light; 
I listen and wait for the message 
That comes in the stillnes of night — 


O soul, who have struggled in bondage, 
Thy fetters have melted away; 

The sunshine of Truth has dissolved them, 
'Tis the dawn of a glorious day. 


— **SanTa Ana.” 


‘‘Look before you leap, 
For as you sow, you are like to reap.” 


POWER OF BLESSING. 


EXTRACT FROM A LETTER BY THE EDITOR. 


One of our most sincere and faithful sisters writes 
that she read in the Bible Lessons not long since that 
one could literally make themselves over by d/essing. 
She says she wants to be made over; she wants the 
beauty of her youth to come back, and we do not find 
any fault with her candid desire. We all want to be 
beautiful, and this innate desire is not vanity. Our 
answer to her question was quite extended, and it 
has been suggested that we print it for the benefit of 
others. It follows: 

‘‘I said that through blessing we might make our- 
selves over, and I am sure it can be done, but I did 
not say how much effort it might require, nor how 
much time it would take in specific cases. Some 
have been blessing themselves and their surroundings 
until they are far along on the road, while others have 
been doing right the opposite. The one who has 
blessed has multiplied the good, and the result is an 
easier way into the Kingdom of Bliss. (Blessing and 
bliss are from the same root ) Beauty of body 
should always be the out-picturing of beauty of soul, 
and this inner beauty should always be the first con- 
sideration, because external beauty must necessarily 
be transitory unless the goodness and harmony of 
God be incorporated into it. So the first step in this 
process is to attain that peace, purity and power of 
soul which God only can give. Pray much, forgive 
all, praise all, condemn not, put away pride, seek 
beauty for its spiritual radiance rather than its mortal 
form, then you will attain both. 

‘¢ The second step is to quicken through the power 
of the Word all the functions of the body. The 
specific details of this process each will find for him- 
self as he proceeds. The body has many brains, or 
ganglion centres, through which the mind acts. We 
use consciously the brain in the head only. We should 
think through every brain cell in the organism, and 
consciously direct its action in building up the body. 
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When you have attained control of the various func- 
tions in the organism through thinking through the 
brain centre that holds the vital energy there as a 
storage battery, then you can stop all decay and dis- 
solution and perpetually renew the body. This 
requires much interior concentration and blessing of 
the run-down, weak and discouraged flesh man. I 
know, because | have been at it for over twelve years, 
and I am just now beginning to feel the new currents 
of life flow steady and strong through my organism. 
I spend from four to six hours daily in this work. 
At first it was difficult to get started and I had many 
back-sets, but now it is quite interesting, and I often 
stay up all night intent upon making some point in 
the control of these subjective functions of the body. 

‘I will give you this key as a starter: Being is 
mind; Being is formless ideas; these ideas are Intelli- 
gence, Power, Love, Substance, Truth, Life. These 
formless ideas take form through centres of 
consciousness called cells. In man Intelligence is 
manifest through the front brain, Power through a 
little brain at the root of the tongue, Love through 
the solar plexus, Substance through a centre just 
below and a little back of the heart, Truth the navel 
centre, and Life through the sexual centre. To get 
control of these centres is the great evercoming of the 
Master, and it is accomplished in this way: Sit in 
the silence and affirm; say, ‘Power.’ Realize the 
mighty power of God. Geta great understanding of 
power. Then say, ‘‘I am that Power. My body isa 
battery of Power Omnipotent. That Power is now 
vibrating at the root of my tongue and through my 
larynx.’’ Then centre your attention at that point 
and think Power, Power, Power, until you feel a 
quickening. Sometimes the first manifestation will 
be a fit of coughing, showing that you have stirred up 
the conditions there. Then go to the Love centre 
and talk about God-Love. Send out thoughts of 
love to everybody, yourself and your own body 
included. Then to each of the other centres. Keep 
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this up until you have all the centres a/ive and under 
your mental direction. 

‘As I say, this requires persistence and patience, 
but it is the only permanent way to get control of the 
body and renew it. You can see that the word of 
blessing and praise is the most important to use in 
this work, because it needs a stimulant. This will 
give you work enough to last a long time. When 
you have gotten these six centres purified and filled 
with the pure water of life, then you can turn it into 
wine and thus perform the first miracie at the wedding 
of mind and body in Cana (place of reeds, the larynx) 
of Galilee (power of vibration). When you have 
accomplished this, you are far on the road to Jeru- 
salem, or City of Peace.” 


OFFERTORY. 


(Tune, Ortonville.) 


O Love! O Life! Our faith and sight, 
Thy presence maketh one, 

As through transfigured clouds of white 
We trace the noon-day sun. 


We faintly hear, we dimly see; 
In differing phrase we pray; 
But, dim or clear, we own in thee 
The Light, the Truth, the Way. 


To do thy will is more than praise, 
As words are less than deeds; 
And simple trust can find the way, 
We miss with chart of creeds 


Alone, O Love ineffable! 
Thy saving name is given; 
To turn aside from thee is hell, 
To walk with thee is heaven. 
— WHITTIER. 


A true soul will disdain to be moved except by 
what natively commands it, though it should go on 
sad and solitary in search of its master a thousand 


years. : — EMERSON. 


THE ““WHOLE-WORLD SOUL COMMUNION” 
AND THE NEW CONCEPTION 
OF PRAYER. 


No religious development of the present day is 
more notable than the great growth of movements 
founded upon philosophical idealism, such as Mental 
and Christian Science. Among these modern restate- 
ments of a doctrine older than Plato and the Pyra- 
mids, one of the most singular — perhaps even incom- 
prehensible to the materialist —is the spiritual move- 
ment known as the ‘‘Whole-World Soul Communion,” 
inaugurated on the Pacific coast in 1886, and said 
now to have thousands of followers in every part of 
the globe. The organ of this movement is Zhe 
World’s Advance Thought, published in Portland, Ore. 
On the twenty-seventh day of each month, from 12 
m. to 12:30, the associates of this movement through- 
out the world concentrate their thoughts in a silent 
prayer, ‘‘regardless of race or creed . . . to invoke, 
through co-operation of thought and unity in spiritual 
aspiration, the blessings of universal peace and 
higher spiritual life.” In order that people in all 
parts of the earth may take part in this psychic com- 
munion at the same moment, a lengthy time-table 
has been prepared, giving the corresponding time in 
various localities. Thus, the time at San Francisco 
is 12:01 p. m., at Salt Lake City 12:43, at Chicago 
2:30, at New York 3:15, at Buenos Ayres 4:18, at 
London 8:11, and at Jerusalem 10:31. The first 
‘«Whole-World Soul Communion ”’ was held on the 
27th of July, 1886, and the custom has been observed 
on the same day of the month ever since. It is said 
to be participated in monthly by over a million peo- 
ple, in every part of the civilized and uncivilized 
world. The editor of Zhe World’s Advance Thought 
writes of it: ‘‘Thousands have sent notice of the 
unfoldment of their spiritual senses, and that enlight- 
enment, peace and happiness have been the result of 
their joining with this combined effort for spiritual 
unfoldment. Money-making has no part in this 
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movement, its promoter never having received one 
cent; yet it has been in operation for fifteen years 
and has spread all over the world. We believe that 
the absence of the mercenary spirit has all to do 
with its success.” 

A movement similar in spirit is that known as 
‘the Society of Silent Unity,” the organ of which is 
the monthly journal Unity, published in Kansas 
City. A ‘‘class thought,” changed each month, is 
chosen for the noon-day hour and for nine in the 
evening of each day, and is participated in by a large 
number of people throughout the country. This 
‘‘class thought” is generally an aspiration for a 
higher knowledge of truth, for good health, for suc- 
cess in life. The society, which is in no way con- 
nected with the Christian Science organization, thus 
explains its point of view on prayer (we quote from 
a tract on this subject recently issued): 

‘‘Many people seem to think that prayer means 
simply petition or supplication —beseeching God to 
take away a sin, sickness, or sorrow. \ Prayer is not 
the beseeching a reluctant God, but it is intercom- 
munion with God. ‘Ye pray and ye receive not, 
because ye ask amiss.’ Not that we ask for what 
| God is not willing to give, nor what we, as His chil- 
dren, may not rightfully ask for and claim; but 
because we beseech and supplicate, as though God 
were not willing but possibly might be induced to 
change and grant our petition. This is a false 
notion. ‘For I, the Lord, I change not.’ ‘God is 
the same yesterday, today and forever.’ If God ever 
did answer prayer, He always does, being the same 
God. Therefore, if there seems to be any lack of prin- 
ciple, it is in the one who prays. Misunderstanding 
of the will and nature of our God prevents prayers 
from being answered. Prayer does not change God, 
the unchangeable, but it changes mortals and makes 
them receptive to that good which is being given 
without limit. ‘God is Spirit: and they that worship 
Him must worship in spirit and in truth.’ Translate 
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material desires into their spiritual correspondence, 
and then declare that in truth and in spirit you 
receive that which you desire, and then you will have 
it materially as well as spiritually. ‘But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and His gnonsnane; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.’ 

‘‘ There must be a realization of God as the one 
and only Power and Presence in the universe. 
This universal Power and Presence is Life, Love, 
Intelligence, Truth, Spirit. Man, the divine idea, 
created in the image and likeness of God, is perfect, 
even as his Father in heaven is perfect. ‘If I expect 
to regulate my environments, I must regulate myself, 
by finding that I am the very substance of the thing 
I want.’ ‘The kingdom of heaven is within you.’ 
Upon becoming self-conscious of our oneness with 
the Universal Good, beliefs in evil—sin, sickness, 
sorrow, and death—pass away, and we are not 
deceived by appearances. We realize that the king- 
dom of heaven is within us, and that according to 
our faith it will be manifested on earth, showing 
forth in peace, joy, health, satisfaction, abundance, 
and all that constitutes our highest conception of 
heaven as a state of mind.” —Ziéterary Digest. 


Goodness is the life of harmony with the eternal 
conditions which spring from the being of God; and 
blessedness (the pure and perfect happiness) is the 
feeling of that harmony in the life. Only it is to be 
remembered always that the goodness, the life, is the 
thing for which to strive and pray; that the blessed- 
ness, the feeling, can only come to such as have for- 
gotten to make search for it. 

—RicHarp A. ARMSTRONG. 


Love is the sunshine in the heart; the morning 
and evening song bursting forth in continual praise; 
the joyous nature bringing man into new life; now 
the great spaces are crystal clear, pure, transparent. 

— Heart of Job. 


BY LEO VIRGO. 


Lesson 7. August 18. 
Abraham’s Intercession. Genesis 18 : 16-33. 


GOLDEN TExtT— Zhe effectual, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. — Jas. 5:16. 


Faith in things spiritual is not born full-orbed 
into the consciousness, but has its stages of growth. 
These are symbolized in the experience of Abraham, 
the typical man of faith. 

The early growths of faith are not very deeply 
rooted. Abraham lived in a tent, which illustrates 
that faith has not yet become an abiding quality of 


the consciousness. Through certain experiences and 
movements of the mind its takes a firmer hold —it 
makes that firmament mentioned in first Genesis. 


Some of these movements of the mind are 
described in this lesson, and in order to understand 
them it is necessary to consider the entire chapter. 
‘‘He lift up his eyes and looked, and lo, three men 
stood over against him.” Faith must lift its percep- 
tion above material things, and persistently look to 
the spiritual as the source of all, then it will perceive 
Divine Truth in its triune aspect. Of the ‘three 
men” the Lord is always the central figure. We 
must not lose sight of the One Mind as the Omni- 
present Source of all, yet this One is manifest as soul 
and body, or consciousness and substance. This is 
symbolized in the lesson by the water for washing 
the feet, which refers to the consciousness, and the 
necessity of purifying it through denials. The bread 
for the ‘‘comfort of the heart,’’ represents the sub- 
stance in its relation to the affections, and the neces- 
sity of affirmation (eating bread). This trinity of 
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movement is carried throughout the lesson. Abraham 
talks to the three men as if they were one man, whom 
he addresses as ‘‘ My lord.” This One is / Am. 

If in our faith in Spirit we receive the higher 
ideas, and entertain them as if they were realities 
instead of ‘‘figments of the imagination,” as the 
faithless term them, we thereby open the way fora 
new state of consciousness. Sarah and Abraham 
were promised a Son. These new births that take 
place in the mind are always symbolized by the 
advent of an infant. If you dream of a baby you 
may know that you are coming into a new conscious- 
ness along some Jine of your unfoldment. 

But the man of faith is not yet out of his sense 
consciousness. Sodom means ‘‘ hidden,’ as of some 
concealed or obscure thought or habit of man. 
Gomorrah means ‘‘a rebellious people,’”’ or a state 
of mind adverse to the law of Spirit. These wicked 
cities of the plain are located within man, and before 
he can come into a realization of the promised ‘‘son”’ 
he must consent to the thorough purification of these 
sins. This purification is by fire, and it must be 
complete. 

We try hard to save some of our sense thoughts 
and secret habits. We have indulged them so long, 
and our ancestors before us beyond the memory of 
man, that we cannot help thinking that there is some 
good inthem. ‘‘And Abraham drew near and said, 
Wilt thou consume the righteous with the wicked? 
Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: 
wilt thou consume and not spare the place for the 
fifty righteous that are therein?’ The Lord agreed 
to spare the city if fifty righteous be found in it. 
Then Abraham begged that it be spared if forty-five 
righteous be found, which was consented to; then 
forty, then thirty, then twenty— until he got down to 
ten, but there were not even ten righteous, and the 
cities had to be destroyed. By reading the succeed- 
ing chapters we may easily determine in what part of 
our domain these wicked cities are located. 


UNITY. 


Lesson 8. August 25. 
Abraham and Isaac. Genesis 22: 1-14. 
GoLpEN Text — By faith Abraham, when he was 
tried, offered up Isaac.— Heb. 11:17. 
In the development of the spiritual faculties there 
is a movement of the consciousness in an ascending 
scale, and which is understood by the one who is 


having the experience, but is quite difficult to explain 


to those who have not entered that degree. The 
faculty faith gets stronger at each trial, and when 
obedient to the Divine Guide, the Lord, it finds an 
added pleasure in the exercise of the functions of 
both mind and body at every upward step. Every func- 
tion of man’s organism is at its foundation spiritual, 
and when exercised as designed by the Divine Mind, 
every breath and every heartbeat is a song of joy. 
Even the most earthly functions may be spiritualized, 
and become sources of unending pleasure, but when 
these earthly functions are under control of the 
animal part of the man they become demoralizers of 
the body. Under Divine Guidance this demoraliza- 
tion, which mere animalism has produced, may be 
harmonized and purified through the descent of the 
fires of Spirit. This is what happened to Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which represent the functions pertaining 
to generation. 

When we have faith in God and the ways of 
Spirit, we are willing to give up all our material pleas- 
ures if such be the instruction of the Inner Guide. 
This is symbolized by the sacrifices so often referred 
to in the history of the children of Israel. The body 
and its vitalities are in perpetual action. That action 
is progessive, when under the Divine Law. When 
that law is disregarded, there is retrogression, which 
brings a sense of discomfort, and finally pain. It is 
frequently through pain that we are brought to see 
that we have departed from the law of our being. 
Then, if we have common sense, we hasten to find 
that law which will give us pleasure. Abraham 


BIBLE LESSONS. 87 


found it in entertaining the messengers of the Lord, 
which messengers are the higher ideas that drop into 
our minds when we meditate upon spiritual things. 

Within a year after the wickedness of Sodom and 
Gomorrah was destroyed, Sarah bore a son whom 
they named Isaac, which means /aughter. That is, 
after giving up the mere animal gratification of the 
sexual nature, .and purifying the mind of sense 
thoughts, a greater pleasure was experienced from 
a more interior action of this same function. But 
this also must be raised to a higher plane of conscious- 
ness. In each of these ascending degrees in bodily 
transmutation there_is a residuum of the last degree 
remaining in consciousness. This must be purified, 
that the whole man may be a fit temple for the 
Holy Spirit. 

As this lesson shows, the sacrifice in this case was 
the ram (symbol of animal generation), though it 
seemed that the experience through which Abraham 
passed called for the slaying of Isaac, the whole 
consciousness. We find that these degrees of un- 
foldment have their trials as well as their pleasures, 
and those who have but a transient faith in the wis- 
dom and power of the Spirit are apt to give up before 
the process is complete. The ‘‘land of Morriah,” to 
which Abraham was told to go to make his sacrifice, 
means ¢he bitterness of the Lord. So we find in the 
changes that take place in the consciousness there 
are sometimes very bitter experiences, and it takes 
a stout faith to believe that good will come out of 
them. But it always does if there is a steadfast obedi- 
ence to and faith in the goodness of God. Great 
power in spirit and in body grows out of this stead- 
fast overcoming. Abraham became the father of a 
multitude, ‘‘as the stars of the heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the seashore.” 


Lesson 9. September 1]. 


Isaac the Peacemaker, Genesis 26:12-25, 


GoLpeN Text—Jlessed are the peacemakers, for 
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they shall be called the children of God.— Matt. 5:9. 
Isaac means /aughter, and is a symbol of that 

inward joy which is established in consciousness 

through the exercise of faith in things spiritual. 
Abraham is faith, to whom the Lord promised 

great returns in his progeny. It is found by those 


who persistently exercise faith in God that there is 


generated in the mind a condition or state which 
becomes a habit first, then this merges into a perma- 
nent conviction and conscious presence of Divine 
Substance within, which gives rise to the most 
exquisite joy. This inward ecstacy is what gives the 
countenance of peace to the saint and of illuminated 
purity to the sister of mercy. It is experienced by 
all who pass into the second degree of faith, the son 
of Abraham, which is Isaac, meaning laughter or 
inward joy. This Isaac state of inner joy and peace 
lifts one above all the trials and tribulations of the 
world. Those who have arrived at this degree eat of 
that ‘‘bread ye know not of,” referred to by Jesus. 


We read in this lesson that Isaac ‘‘digged again 
the wells of water, which they had digged in the days 
of Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped 
them after the death of Abraham.” In Scripture 
symbology a well represents a source of thought 
within the consciousness. Philistines represent the 
limitations of the personality. The meaning here 
conveyed is that in a certain stage of our unfoldment 
we let the personal, limited sense obscure our inner 
resources, aud when the next, or Isaac degree, is 
reached, it again reveals them. But these wells were 
taken possession of and filled up by the Philistines, 
the Scripture recites. So, when they are opened out 
to our view again, we find a struggle between Isaac’s 
herdsmen and the herdsmen of Abimelech the Philis- 
tine. Abimelech means the personal will. This 
struggle between the personal and the universal 
meets us at every stage of our experience. ‘‘ The 
flesh warreth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
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the flesh.’”” Why this opposition seems to be is a very 
obstruse question, but that it is but a seeming all agree 
who have delved deep into the secrets of Being. 
Wherever we find the children of Israel, the Philis- 
tines are not far away. The Jehovah of the Scrip- 
tures had a law for the Philistines, and they were 
allowed certain privileges, which is evidence that 
they are a part of that process through which the 
Ego passes in its ongoing. 

The wise child of God does not contend with per- 
sonality or opinions of a personal, limited, narrow 
character. One of the wells which Isaac uncovered 
was named Esek, meaning contention. The Philistines 
claimed this well, and Isaac’s herdsmen gave it up. 
The lesson is, do not contend. It does not matter 
what your rights may seem to be, do not contend for 
them with personal sense. ‘‘Andthey digged another 
well, and they strove for that also: and he called the 
name of it Sitnah.” Sitnah means hatred. Isaac 
quickly gave this well up also. Hatred is the prop- 
erty of the personality, and is never entertained for a 
moment by one who dwells in the Universal. 

‘‘And he removed from thence, and digged 
another well; and for that they strove not: and he 
called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For 
now the Lord hath made room for us, and we shall 
be fruitful in the land.’”’ Rehoboth means sfacious, 


and we discern easily the large reward in the spacious- 
ness of the Spirit which comes to one who puts away 
the contentions and hatreds of self and selfish aims. 


Do not strive for the wells of others—do not envy 
any man his earthly possessions. Do not contend 
for the passing things of sense. Affirm your unity 
with the spacious opulence of God in all things, and 
your joy will be great. 
Lesson 10. September 8, 
Jacob at Bethel. Genesis 28:10-22. 

GoLpEN Text— Surely the Lord ts in this place. — 

Gen. 28:16. 


UNITY. 


The faculties of the mind are developed in an 
orderly manner when the Divine Mind is looked to 
as the one and only guide. Man, however, does not 
always seek this inner Wisdom, and the result isa 
disorderly development. Jacob represents the faculty 
called the understanding, and Esau that called the w//. 
Jacob means one who sufp/ants or directs, and Esau 
means one who acts. In Divine order Jacob should 
be born first — we should think before we act — but we 
find that it is not the rule to reflect and then act, 
especially among people who are beginning their race 
journey. 

In the immature consciousness the will is moved 
by desire. Appetite and passion are satisfied regard- 
less of the higher law. Esau sold his birthright for 
a mess of pottage. But the soul, Rebekah, loves 
Jacob, the understanding, and through her connivance 
he receives the blessing, and takes precedence in the 
consciousness. 

Then follows a fuller comprehension of God and 
nature. Esau, the will, is a savage hunter, roaming 
through the consciousness in destructive animal 
desires, but when Jacob takes the ascendency there 
is an entire change. Jacob ‘‘went toward Haran.” 
Haran means a high place. That is, when we let our 
meditations (blessings) fall upon the snowing part of 
ourselves, we are thrown into a higher mental state. 

The sun was set, but Jacob tarried there all night, 
and took one of the stones of that place and lay down 
to sleep, which means, that at first we have no light 
on these subjects, the sun is set, but like Jacob, we 
are to tarry there in meditation through that dark- 
ness, or night, and in the subjective consciousness 
(dream) the messengers of God, or ideas of Truth, 
will come to us. The stone which Jacob put under 
his head signifies that the Understanding was placing 
itself where it might unravel the meaning of matter 
and material conditions. The ladder which Jacob 
saw represents the step-by-step realization by which 
we assimilate the Divine ideas of Truth which come 
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to us from the Lord, who stands at the upper end. 
The Lord promised the land to Jacob and his seed, 
and assured him of His presence and _ power. 
‘‘Behold, I am with thee, and I will keep thee 
whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee again 
into this land; for I will not leave thee.” ‘*And 
Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely 
the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.”’ 

The Lord is right here in our midst. Understand- 
ing, when turned toward the omnipresent light of 
Spirit, opens its eyes to the astounding fact that these 
seemingly material bodies and temporal surroundings 
conceal the immanent God. And Jacob said, ‘‘ How 
dreadful is this place! this is none other but the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
When Divine Wisdom reveals to us that our seem- 
ingly physical bodies are ‘‘none other but the house 
of God,” we are at first afraid. It seems too awful 
to think that we have made this, the Father’s house, 
‘‘a den of thieves. ’’ 

In the morning of this new understanding even 
these temporal surroundings become holy in our 
sight. Like Jacob, we set up these common things, 
the stones upon which we slept in ignorance, and 
pour the oil of joy and gladness upon them. Then 
we name this place, this temple, our body and its 
affairs, Bethel, the house of God. ‘‘But the name of 
that city was Luz (separation) at the first.”” That 
which at first we conceived to be separate and apart 
from God we find to be His very abode. 


We know that there have been lives which were 
beautiful exceedingly, that there have been souls 
which were perfect in their loving obedience. And 
we are assured that for us also there is a way in 
which we may walk, and which will lead us to that 


perfection for which we were manifestly intended. 
— Joun Denpy. 


‘* Life is what you choose to make it.” 


TRUTH STUDENTS OF CHICAGO. 


Meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month, at room 913 Masonic Temple, at 2 p.m. All communi- 
cations relating to the Truth Students’ work should be addressed 
to the secretary, Mrs. S. L. WELD, 2959 Groveland Ave., Chicago. 


THE MEETING OF JULY 17TH. 

Mrs. Umstot presided, her subject being, ‘‘ They 
also serve who only stand and wait.” After the 
affirmations and singing, Mrs. Umstot read the follow- 
ing paper: 

‘‘ Looking back of the letter of this quotation in 
search of the inner meaning, we find that the three 
significant words are closely allied or interwoven. 
Any one of the three involves the other two, but yet 
while obviously inter-dependent they are not inter- 
changable, for the state of consciousness they each 
typify has its distinct office in the evolution of the soul. 
One state may not usurp the place of another, for the 
working out of our salvation is governed by law, and 
is therefore an orderly process. 

‘¢ He who serves acceptably in any station, or on any 
plane of soul existence, must needs be in good stand- 
ing; and he who stands well must perforce be willing 
to serve the Principle or Cause for which he stands; 
finally, he who has learned to wa/?, in the true accep- 
tation of the term, has in this process also learned to 
serve and stand. Thus we see that to serve, stand, 
and wait is a logical sequence, welded together by 
heaven’s first law. 

‘« Experience and existence are synonyms, simply 
two terms forthesame thing. The varied experiences 
incident to daily living should not be undervalued, 
for they are potent factors in the summing up of the 
great whole, figuring as needed fractions in the unit 
of existence, of which God is both Principle and 
Number, or Center and Circumference. Each and 
every experience is fraught with meaning, and it is 
for us to unearth the lesson and appropriate the truth 
it holds, while we are in the way with it, lest it come 
again in a new guise and greater emphasis in order 
to teach us to watch our thinking. 
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‘« We as souls are here in the service of the Lord. 
We are His ambassadors, sent of Him to do His 
bidding, and oftentimes we find to our surprise that 
we are serving most acceptably when from the 
human standpoint we are at a seeming standstill. 
To the uninitiated this often seems a trying ordeal, 
or alarming state of things, but to him who knows 
it is simply a part of the working out the problem 
of existence. To him who sees clearly the truth of 
Being, it comes as a crucial test, and he hails it as a 
boon, or season of refreshing, fraught with divine 
possibilities. We are commanded to be still and 
know, to stand still and behold the salvation of the 
Lord. We at once realize the wisdom of this injunc- 
tion, for experience has taught us that only as the 
clamor of the sense-self is hushed can we become 
fixed in purpose, and render acceptable service unto 
our highest Good. In the harmony of the still place, 
in our own innermost, soul may come to itself, and 
thus regain its poise so that it can stand on both 
feet, upright before the Lord. 

‘«In physical culture, as many of you know, one 
of the most difficult feats is to stand well. A pupil 
may learn to change position readily, or move about 
with grace and ease, but fails utterly when called 
upon simply to stand, or maintain a perfect balance. 
So souls may gauge their growth, or spiritual achieve- 
ment, by the ability to stand unmoved in the presence 
of the testing times, which are liable to confront us 
each and all as we work our way back to our Source. 
These tests come in an hour when we think not, and 
oftentimes assail us with greatest force when we are 
pluming ourselves upon unusual mental and spirtual 
attainment. Their mission is friendly, for they come 
to dissipate the glamour of the senses and show us 
our real status under the search-light of truth. 
They call a halt along the highway of existence that 
for a moment we may face our own souls, and in the 
light of wisdom be enabled to drop the spiritual 
plummet line and take the soundings of our own 
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consciousness intelligently. These trying times, so- 
called, are truly educative, for they draw out or de- 
velop our individuality, and teach us to take heed 
when we think we stand lest we fall. The feet 
symbolize understanding. Thus we see that our 
ability to stand firm and free depends upon the 
measure of self-knowledge we have acquired, or the 
realization we possess, as to who and what we are 
as the image and likeness of God. It is wholly 
through lack of adequate recognition of our divine 
resources that our feet are swept from under us 
when the breakers overtake us. We forget to fly to 
our house of refuge within, and thus lose our moor- 
ings. So let us with all our getting, get wisdom and 
understanding, that we may maintain our equilibrium 
under any and all circumstances. 

‘‘ The question arises naturally, Who or what is 
it that must serve, stand and wait? We find in delv- 
ing into the science of Being, that this is the province 
of soul, which is the only growing factor in all the 
universe. In order to overcome the world, the flesh, 
and the belief in evil, soul must wake up, must find 
its feet, and learn to stand wth Principle, for Prin- 
ciple, and ufon Principle. Every student of truth 
knows full well that this exalted, positive mental 
state is not easy of attainment, but comes only 
through continual abnegation of the sense-self, and 
persistent magnifying of the Lord or divine-self. 
Through true understanding we are enabled to con- 
form our actions to Principle, or be consistent :with 
It, may be ready to justify or defend It, if need be, 
or if occasion requires be willing to stand fire, or 
undergo persecution for truth’s sake. This is stand- 
ing for what we profess to serve, or carrying out its 
ultimate, the purpose of creation, which is to reveal 
abstract truth. 

‘¢ The attitude of waiting naturally implies expec- 
tancy. Webster says, ‘‘To wait isto rest in expec- 
tation.” This state of consciousness so generally 
deplored plays no small part in the economy of 
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existence, for it shows us as naught else can do the 
measure of our soul growth. It is vital to spiritual 
advancement that we learn how to wait acceptably. 
In the nature of things we have much of it to do, 
whether we choose or not, but it depends wholly 
upon sow we wait whether it proves a blessing or a 
hindrance, a stepping stone or a stumbling block. 

‘‘ The promise is to them that wait patiently upon 
the Lord, and in truth it is only through the exercise 
of this crown of virtues that we may claim the reward 
that comes to him who waits. ‘‘Man’s extremity is 
God’s opportunity,” which means that when the intel- 
lectual man realizes his limitations and lets go his 


futile striving, then the spiritual forces have free 
course through an open channel. 

‘¢ When mankind does with its God-derived might 
what its hands find to do, it may waive all anxiety, 


and rest secure in the full expectation that the Lord 
will bring it to pass. ‘‘ Paul may plant and Apollos 
water, but God giveth the increase,’’ 
good time and His own good way, for, be it known, 
that God’s ways are not our ways, and the time of 
His coming no man knows. In its ignorance, soul 
naturally frets and chafes under the discipline in- 


in His own 


volved in waiting. It sets a time and determines 
upon a way for the carrying out of its desires, instead 
of quietly doing its part, and then leaving results 
where they belong. We must learn to labor and to 
wait, knowing that in the fullness of time we shall see 
the fruits of our effort. Let us then in quietness and 
confidence go on speaking ¢4e word only, meanwhile 
keeping the conditions faithfully, and then stand still 
and wait patiently for the appearing of the Lord, 
knowing that the bounty of wholeness mus?¢ soon or 
late shine through the flesh, and thus glorify Him 
that sent us.” 

Mrs. Slonaker said: ‘‘If it is true that it is of the 
greatest importance to acquire soul-poise, then the 
most desirable knowledge for us is how to gain it 
and keep it. Some one has said that ‘Character is 
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a permanent way of thinking, willing and acting.’ A 
permanent way of thinking determines character. 
Any one who thinks truth will have a like character, 
therefore by our manner of thinking we can establish 
any kind of character. In these days we are stren- 
uous and continually active. It is a matter for 
wonderment if we find any one who is not busy. 
This incessant activity becomes a habit, and if for 
any reason we have to stop, we feel that nothing is 
being accomplished. A farmer knowing the nature 
of his soil, plants the seed best adapted to it, and 
during the planting season and in the harvesting he 
is very active, but after the seed is sown he waits for 
the harvest. Does he feel that nothing is being 
accomplished because he stands and waits? 
‘«Soul-poise means an understanding of the value 
that lies in words. Our use of words is as seeds 
which we plant in our soul-garden. The farmer 
must have knowledge of the seeds he plants or he will 
be ignorant of what his harvest will bring him; so we 
must know the potency in words, for we can sow seeds 
or use words which will cause us to reap confusion or 
harmony and soul-poise. After a farmer plants his 
seeds he takes every precaution that they shall not 
be disturbed, and while waiting for the harvest pre- 
pares himself to meet it by being fully equipped. 
He does not feel that he is doing nothing because he 
is not continually planting. After we have spoken 
the right word, let us wait for the harvest, knowing 
that waiting is not idleness but a preparing of our- 
selves to be fit for the time when our words will fruit. 
It is not wise to throw open our doors and windows 
without putting in screens; if we do, we shall not 
only let in the fresh air but also the undesirable flies 
and gnats. Gunpowder isa very harmless looking 
substance, but there is a mighty potency in it to be 
liberated. A word may appear of no moment, but 
apply friction to the gunpowder or speak the word, 
and the potency in both will flash out. Be careful 
not to use words that liberate disease and inhar- 
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mony, but speak the word which will liberate health, 
strength, purity and all that goes to make up soul-poise. 
If we use words that are not true, but counterfeit, we 
must redeem them. When they come back to us, as 
they certainly will, we must acknowledge that they 
are of our own sowing, and that the condition in 
which we find ourselves belongs to us. We can 
acquire soul-poise for it is a matter of desire, and 
what we desire we will to have. There is no will 
without desire. Everything we want is locked up 
in the word; therefore speak the word, liberate the 
potency in true words. If you want power, hold the 
word Omnipotence; if knowledge is your desire, hold 
Omniscience, but the one word which sums up all is 
Omnipresence. When we say, ‘Omnipresence, mani- 
fest Thyself through me,’ we are liberating God in 
His every aspect.” 

Mrs. Umstot said: ‘‘ Let us also affirm, None of 
these things move me; I am centered in God.” 

Mrs. Militz said: ‘‘In thinking of the subject, 
‘They also serve who only stand and wait,’ I saw 
its oneness with another inspiration. Inspiration is 
all one, it comes from the same Spirit. The three 
greatest things in the world are faith, hope and love. 
They correspond with serve, stand and wait. Service 
is manifestation of love. To stand, what is that but 
faith? It is a continuing in your Principle, not 
being moved, after serving and standing, we wait; 
to wait is hope, hope when one has nothing else, 
but hope is full of promise. In standing and waiting 
we receive the fruits of love. Many think they must 
be doing all the time. Now we know that /o de is as 
great as odo. To know how to be still instead of 
being continually active, to know that simply to be 
willing, to have the wish to manifest the good, is 


not a lack of progress, for our wishes are mighty. 
Instead of thinking you are not progressing, realize 
you have the power in your wish. Every time we 
wish a thing, say, // 7s. This is an old Egyptian 
practice. They used to teach their neophytes that 
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when they desired a thing they must affirm /¢ és. 
The very things we desire are touching us, causing 
us to desire them. What we are wishing, others are 
accomplishing. We shall accomplish what we desire 


if after we have served we stand and wait on the Lord. 
‘Wait patiently on the Lord, and He shall give thee 
the desire of thy heart.’ ”’ 

After the healing service Mrs. Umstot gave the 
following closing affirmation, ‘‘I wait patiently on the 
Lord.” S. L. WELD, Secretary. 


“ADVICE.” 


I must do as youdo? Your way I own 
Is a very good way. And still 

There are sometimes two straight roads to a town, 
One over, one under the hill. 


You are treading the safe and the well-worn way, 
That the prudent choose each time; 

And you think me reckless and rash today 
Because I perfer to climb 


Your path is the right one, and so is mine. 
We are not like peas in a pod, 
Compelled to lie in a certain line, 
Or else be scattered abroad. 


'T were a dull old world methinks, my friend, 
If we all went just one way; 

Yet our paths will meet, no doubt, at the end, 
Though they lead apart today. 


I like danger, and storm and strife; 
You like a peaceful time; 

I like the passion and surg of life, 
You like its gentle rhyme. 


You like buttercups, dewy sweet, 
And crocsues, framed in snow; 

I like roses born of the heat, 
And the red carnation’s glow. 


I must live my life, not yours, my friend, 
For so it was written down; 

We must follow our given paths to the end, 
But I trust we shall meet — in town. 


— ELxia WHEELER WILcox in Mew York Fournal. 
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A report of the weekly meeting held Wednesday, July roth, in 
Unity Rooms. Miss Laura B. Clark, of Chicago, leader. 


Services were opened by singing, ‘‘ While the 
Days are Passing By,” and ‘All is Yours.”’ 

Thought for silent meditation: ‘‘I am satisfied.” 
‘‘My people shall be satisfied with my goodness, 
saith the Lord.”— Jer. 31:14. 

We are God’s people. Are our desires fully grat- 
ified by His goodness? Then let us proclaim the 
truth that God in you, in me, is the hope of glory. 
We find that within which is satisfaction, full, com- 
plete. We hear much of sacrifice, of trials and trib- 
ulations, but these are of the world. Jesus said, ‘‘In 
the world ye shall have tribulations; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.’’ We have the 
same power, the Christ within us, to overcome the 
world, and this done, there are no more trials and 
tribulations for us. 

The life hid with Christ in God is one of love. 
In love there is no sacrifice. Let us put away from 
us all idea of sacrifice. The rewards of Truth are so 
great that nothing that we may give up for it can be 
considered a loss or atrial. We often hear it said of 
one whose life is devoted to doing good, that such a 
one is sacrificing his life for the work, but does that 
person consider itso? No, he counts itall joy. And 
again, it is said that the way of Truth is a hard road, 
and many fear that they cannot walk therein. But 
there is nothing to fear. ‘‘ Happy is the man that 
findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understand- 
ing. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace.’’—Prov. 3:13, 17. 

What one will have to give up for the Truth will 
depend largely upon his environment. If one is to 
find satisfaction in the indwelling goodness of God, 
then he must give up all that would in any way hinder 


his advancement in Truth. But I would say to 


you that there is nothing that you can give up that 
can be compared with the recompense of God. We 
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give up friends that we may find a greater Friend; we 
give up teachers that we may find the only Teacher, 


the I Am within each one of us. 

We give up sorrow and find joy, and if we realize 
our oneness with God, we will rejoice continually, 
‘‘for in His presence there is fullness of joy and at 
His right hand are pleasures forevermore.’’ 

We give up worry and every anxious thought, 
and find within a peace which passeth understanding. 

We give up bondage, and find in Christ a blessed 
freedom. 

We give up all thought of sickness and death, 
and find that infinite health and life are ours. 

The way of Truth is not hard. We have only to 
let God live in and through us, and be assured that 
His will is being done. Jesus said, (John 14:24), 
‘¢The word which ye hear is not mine, but the 
Father’s which sent me.” Our part is to realize the 
power that is within us, and let there be a perfect 
manifestation of God. Many miss the mark, not 
because it is so hard, but because it is so easy. 

God is our all. We do not lack any good thing. 
God in you, in me, not only rejoices our spirit and 
makes our happiness complete here and now, always 
and everywhere, but He is our abundant supply, pro- 
viding for all our needs. We are satisfied with the 
goodness of the Lord. ‘‘The ransomed of the Lord 
shall return to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.’’—Isa. 35:10. 

Mrs. Rhoades said: ‘‘It again comes to me to 
declare that this beautiful truth which came to me 
when I was despairing of ever getting any more joy 
or happiness or satisfaction out of this life, is more 
beautiful to me now than when I first foundit. There 
are many new faces here today, and I will say again 
what so many know, that when I first learned about 
this glorious gospel of health and happiness I was a 
confirmed invalid, old and decrepit, and without a 
hope in this world. I have traveled 1nd sought for 
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health everywhere, but it was not to be found where 


I looked. Then I came into an understanding of the 
truth about God, about us His children, and at once 
hope sprang up, and soon the life began to fill my 
being with its joyous vibrations, and health showed 
forth upon my countenance and I was alive once more, 
and had something to live for. Now every day is 
but a revelation of the goodness of God, of the pres- 
ence of health, of the abundance of life and vigor, of 
plenty of all that is good and desirable right here in 
this world, and now I know where the kingdom of 
God is, and I am satisfied with this world. Twelve 
or fifteen years ago I could scarcely crawl up one 
flight of stairs; now I can run up three flights and 
think nothing of it. 

‘‘T was born in the South, and my father had 
slaves, and I had not acare or a sorrow during my 
childhood and youth. I was full of health and vigor, 
and my cheeks were as red as arose. My people 
were very religious, and in after years, although I 
leaned hard upon the God of my fathers, I was not 
kept from sorrow and trouble and sickness and losses. 
What was the matter? Is it that God is at fault? 
No, it is not that, itis only that the people know 
not God. God never fails to answer those who call 
upon Him aright, but they don’t know how to.call. 
God never made or sent sickness or trouble or pov- 
erty or any lack of any good whatever. The trouble 
was that I knew not God, and how could I know how 
to pray aright? Now I have found God and I have 
found the health that Jesus gave, the peace that he 
told about, the plenty with which he fed the multi- 
tudes. The people do not understand Jesus’ teach- 
ings, and they fall away and die, simply through 
ignorance. They pretend to be and think they are 
worshipping God, but they suffer all manner of ills, 
which shows that they know not God. 

‘*When you know God, how easy it is to put off 
that shrunken, shriveled form, and to put on a plump 
and full form, full of natural grace and strength and 
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beauty! How natural it isto change that dried up, 
yellow skin for the pink, soft, pretty skin of the 
child! How easy it is to let the Divine Life flow 
into and through your whole being, filling you with 
youth and joy, with health and strength! That is 
like being bornagain. It is for all who will put away 
their idols, and know the true God, who is just wait- 
ing to fill their days with something worth living for. 
‘Come unto me.’ Just learn how to come unto the 
Christ within yourself, the ‘Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.’ That is all you have to do.” 


A report of the weekly meeting held Wednesday, July 17th, 
in Unity Rooms. Mrs. Zoe E. Holman, leader. 

Mrs. Holman said: ‘‘In the Silence with God is 
love and wisdom, purity and peace. Let us realize 
this a few moments.” (Silent meditation. ) 

‘‘The Light Shineth,” was then sung, and con- 
tinuing Mrs. Holman said: 

‘“‘As many of you know, I am but a young disciple 
of the true Christ. It is considerably less than a year 
since I first began to seek out this better way, the 
real way of life, and I come before you as leader, not 
because I have any special message to impart, but 
because Mrs. Fillmore requested me to lead this 
meeting, and I believe that under all circumstances 
we should do our best. I believe that we increase 
our talents by using them. What the Father would 
speak through me I should be ready to give voice to. 
It is not my work, it is the Lord’s work, and I am 
to work in conjunction with my Father. If I refuse 
to go forward, how can the Father carry the truth 
through me? If I ama messenger of the Lord, my 
path is the way of obedience. ‘Mine not to reason 
why, mine but to do’ and know that the work is well 
done. 

‘¢But how I have grown since I came into this 
truth! Before, I was like all church members, noth- 
ing but a poor, weak creature, not worthy to look at 
God. Now I know that Iam the perfect child of 
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the glorious Creator of the universe. Now I know 
that I am the image and likeness of God, hence good, 
like God. Now I declare that I am pure in heart, 
and shall I not look at God? ‘The pure in heart 
shall see God.’ 

‘‘What a wonderful word, that word God! Men 
use it in derision, and as an oath to make more 
emphatic their words of exclamation. Whatever 
they declare with an oath they seem to think is 
beyond dispute. And whenever they wish to place 
anything under the ban of their displeasure they do 
so with that word. Little children are taught to fear 
God, and are told that He has power to punish and 
to destroy all those who incur His displeasure, and 
that word, those three letters, G-o-d, are imprinted 
on the mind, on the mental vision of many a child in 
letters of fire that cause it to shrink in fear whenever 
the word is seen or heard. 

‘‘But with all the fear that is instilled into the 
minds of people by this false belief in the severity of 
God, there come times in the lives of all when they cry 
out to God to save them from some evil or some disas- 
ter that seems about to overwhelm them. In the hour 
of peril and great danger strong men call upon God 
to save them. In the time of trial women call upon 
God to save them from this hour, and so also do 
there come times even to little children when they 
call upon God to help them in their troubles and 
trials. 

‘<Does God help those who are ignorant of Its 
true nature, and still look for help, as they would to 
an all-powerful, but very severe father? We believe 
they get the help they seek oftener than we are aware. 
There is an element of blind faith that gets what it 
asks for, very, very often. 

‘¢But how much better to know God, whom to 
know aright is life everlasting. Knowing God, we 
can ask what we will, and it shal! be granted unto us. 
Now the element of doubt has vanished. The belief 
in unworthiness is removed, and we can ask, not as 
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an unmerited favor, but as of right. Nay, we can 
even demand what we need, and know that we are 
not over-stepping the mark of propriety, or assum- 
ing an authority that does not belong to us. We 
are no longer beggars, but sons of the Most High 
God, heirs of the kingdom. Even our Father may 
not disown us, and cannot disinherit us. But praise 
the Lord, our God is nota God of fear, but a God of 
love. ‘God is love.’ ” 

Mrs. Fillmore said: ‘‘We come here to realize 
a higher sense of our idea of God. Weare told that 
God is merely Good with one O left out. If we were 
to regard our God as simply the omnipresent Good, 
we would have truer ideas of God than we get from 
the old way of looking at the word, or the idea that 
stands behind it. God is just the everywhere Good. 
If we know that Good is everywhere, (think of that 
now, everywhere), we know that there is no place left 
for fear. We are not afraid of good. Noone runs 
away from the good. Sometimes we decline to take 
good because we think we are depriving another of 
the good we would take, but itis not so with the 
real good. 

‘“*] can take all the good I can use, and still 
I have not encroached upon your portion. Your 
good is still unlimited and right here present, just 
where you want it, and where you can useit. It is 
not away off in the far-distant future, nor in a far- 
away country where you cannot lay hold of it, but it 
is right here, ‘even in thy mouth and in thy heart; 
that is, the word of faith,’ with which you claim 
your good.”’ 

Mr. Gilruth said: ‘Faith is the consciousness 
that Christ is indwelling and is our life. If you have 


not found that life is indwelling, you have not found 
Christ, and you have not found faith. If you have 
not found the health that is indwelling, you have 
not found what may truly be called health. If you 
want health, be it. If you want joy, be it. Ifyou 
want love, be it. That is the indwelling truth which 
we should seek till we have found it. It is there.” 
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A report of the weekly meeting held Wednesday, July 24th, 
in Unity Rooms. Mrs. L. Alice Gilruth, leader. 

Thought for silent meditation: ‘‘The joy of the 
Lord abides in me.” 

Mrs. Gilruth read the first eleven verses of John 15. 

Our spiritual oneness with Christ and His revela- 
tion to us as the source of all spiritual life and fruit- 
fullness is beautifully set forth in this lesson by a 
figure almost as familiar to us as to the Jews. After 
reading such verses as these that tell us so plainly 
how to obtain and keep any blessing we desire, does 
it not seem strange that as soon as we seem to be 
enjoying a goodly measure of some power we begin 
to ask, ‘‘ Will it last?’’ But most of us have been 
educated to doubt; and to corroborate this statement, 
I will give you a leaf from my own life: When I first 
came into a consciousness of a personal Savior, or as 
the orthodox church would say, when I was converted, 
a great joyousness took possession of me. Although 
quite young, I was quickened in every way. My 
lessons were more easily learned than ever before, 
leaving me much time to assist others. I could 
cheerfully and willingly lay aside any plans I had to 
be of service to others. But it did not last. Why? 
Because the dear ones around me did not understand 
the Law as you and I understand it, and seeing my 
joyousness thought they must prepare me for the 
dark days which they said they knew must come. 
Would that all knew, as Mabie says: ‘‘The day is 
dark only when the mind is dark,” or, better still, 
that ‘‘God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.”’ 

If any of us are in doubt as to the permanency of 
this joy, let us go to the law and the testimony and 
see what we shall find. ‘‘These things have I 
spoken unto you that my joy might remain in you” 
(John 15:11). Letus be silent for a moment and 
see if we cannot get a deeper consciousness of the 
meaning of this word ‘‘remain” than we have ever 
had before. It means permanent, steadfast; not 
vacillating and changeable. And then, that we 
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might not get an error thought of it being a qualified 
measure of joy, he adds, ‘‘that your joy may be full.” 
He repeats this in the next chapter (John 16:24), 
and intensifies it in the next (John 17:13). Weare 
not only assured of a permanance, but of an increase. 
‘‘The meek shall increase their joy in the Lord” 
— Isa. 29:29. 

Let us not allow anyone or anything to suggest to 
us that we must not expect to always be joyful. For 
is itnot written, ‘‘ Rejoice in the Lord alway”? Then, 
too, we are told that ‘‘the joy of the Lord is our 
strength.”” We all know that joy makes every move- 
ment of the body easier and swifter, the perception 
more acute, the heart more ready and willing to serve 
others. It does make us strong in every way. Now, 
the joy of the Lord is His own joy flowing into the 
soul that is open to it. Then let us seek not prima- 
rily the joy, but rather the conscious oneness that 
makes His joy ours. 

We all realize that it is the adding fruits of the 
Spirit that will transform us. Of course, the love, 


joy, peace or gentleness gained for the special occa- 


sion is valuable, but we cannot be satisfied until we 
have surrendered all to the I Am and are expressing 
perfect life that comes from the perfect following. 
None need be cast down because he cannot yet 
tell of abiding joy, or because others cannot yet tell 
of it. Wecan but rejoice that our experience is not 
the measure of our power through the indwelling 
Christ. We need to get a fuller conception of Christ 
and His joy. Are we using the power we have to 
gain more power? Bartimeus had not sight, riches, 
or friends, but he had hearing, reason, and a voice. 
He made use of his hearing and received sight. He 
made use of his reason and received true riches. He 
made use of his voice and received a ‘‘Friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother. 
We all admire one who radiates love or joy, and 
thus uplifts and blesses all with whom he comes in 
contact. I once had a pastor who possessed this 


” 
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power. His face beamed with joy, and I felt invig- 
orated every time I saw hjm, even though we did not 
exchange greetings. I heard him say he was never 
discouraged but once, and was so rebuked at that 
time by a special manifestation of God’s goodness 
that discouragement had never found any place in 
mind or heart afterwards. I believed this statement, 
for he was pastor of a rich, unresponsive congrega- 
tion, yet always gave evidence of the joy within that 
was in no way dependent on external conditions. 

The poet says: 

‘* Be thou the true man thou dost seek.” 

Oh, my friends, let us lift up our gates — not occa- 
sionally and spasmodically, but daily, hourly, per- 
sistently, until the King of Glory does come in and 
so illumine our lives that all who seek us will know 
that we have been with Christ and learned of Him. 
We know the promises of Christ and His faithfulness 
in keeping them. We know He leads the way as 


Captain of our salvation, and through Him we are 
more than conquerors. Then let us press forward 
until we have the prize of our high calling in Christ- 
abiding love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. 

C. A. SHAFER, Secretary. 


Now, as never in the world before, the passionate 
yearning to explore the mystery of life resents annihi- 
lation as a base affront. And with the greater need 
there comes the greater hope, seeing that, in a world 
so wonderful as that which science has revealed, 
nothing can be too grand to be believed — the grander, 
the more likely to be true; and seeing that the cor- 
relation of this hope with all that is most high and 
pure and grand and lofty in our moral life is as God’s 
pledge— unless that life be none of His—-that He 
will satisfy our hope with a reality as great as 


our desire. 
—Joun W. Cuapwick. 
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Jesus Curist, in Matt 18:19,20, says: ‘‘Again I say unto 
you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” 

We are testing this promise daily and finding it absolutely 
true. Jesus Christ is with us today as fully and with as great 
power as he ever was, and he manifests himself to all those who 
spiritually apprehend him. 

Spirit is everywhere; ignorance of the action of mind and its 
laws is what shuts the power of Spirit away from man. 


We find that when many people hold the same thought there 
is a unity, though they may be separated by thousands of miles, 
and that all who are connected with that unity are in touch with 
higher spiritual states, even Jesus Christ. 

So there has gradually grown up this Society of Silent Unity, 
in which thousands join every night at 9 o'clock in thinking for a 
few moments one thought, which is given each month in the 
magazine, Unity. This we call the ‘‘Class Thought,” and every 
member is expected to hold it at least five minutes at the begin- 
ning of the silence, in order to make the unity connection; after 
which, ‘‘Ask what ye will in my name, and it shall be done 
unto you.” 

Certificates of membership are issued without charge to those 
who make personal written application for them. This work 
requires the time of several people at headquarters, and much free 
literature is distributed. To meet these expenses, we ask members 
to send us free-will offerings, as no charge is made for any service 
we render. 

This society has been in existence about ten years and has 
over 7,500 registered members. Through its ministry hundreds 
have been healed mentally and physically, and its power grows 
stronger day by day. The silent hour isg Pp. m., your local time. 
Geographical difference in time is not a factor in spiritual unity. 

Beginners usually have a great many questions to ask, and 
they require a course of lessons and reading. To such we recom- 
mend the ‘‘ Lessons in Truth,” by H. Emilie Cady; price, 75c. 

Unity is our magazine, which is published monthly and 
contains a large amount of instruction. It should be in the hands 
of every member. The price of it is $1.00 per year. Where 
members take Unity and the ‘‘Cady Lessons"’ together, we make 
a rate of $1.50 for both. We do not ask payment in advance. 

The simple request to be enrolled a member of the Silent 
Unity Society is all that is required to join with us. Do not 
expect an extended correspondence, nor even a written reply to 
your letter unless the case urgently demands it. We always 
respond in spirit and you are never neglected, although you do 
not hear from us by post. Address, 

SociETY OF SILENT UNITY, 
1315 McGee Street, Kansas City, Mo. 


CLASS THOUGHT. 


THE CLASS THOUGHT, 


(Held daily at 9 o’clock P. M.) 


August 20th to September 20th. 


Divine Order is now established in 
mind, and manifest in my affairs. 


Noon Thought. 


(Held daily at 12M.) 


lam willing to manifest the perfectness 
of God’s idea. 


IN THE SWEET HAPPY NOW. 


ELLEN A. FOWLER. 


(Tune: Sweet Bye and Bye.) 


We are beauty, and goodness, and love; 
We are wisdom, greatness, and power; 

We are health, we are strength, we are might, 
And our vigor increases each hour. 

CHORUS: 

In the sweet, happy Now, 
We are one with Omnipotent Law; 

In the sweet, happy Now, 
The One Life without blemish or flaw. 


We are peace, we are plenty, and more — 
We are all that our thought can suggest; 
We are opulent riches and wealth; 
We are one with the truest and best. 


Oh! the joy in the vast happy Now — 
All eternity drawn to a span. 
Now we live in the center of love, 
In the great life of all— the I am. 
CHORUS: 
In the sweet, blessed Now, 
We will sing, for our triumph is near; 
In the sweet, happy Now, 
We will shout, for our triumph is here. 


CONDENSED TRUTH. 
BY MANY WRITERS. 


I notice an instance of red ants in your July issue. 
When we moved in the Spring into an old house 
which had been occupied by 
DOMINION. promiscuous families for some 
years, I wrote in regard to 
insect life that seemed to be harbored within its walls. 
While the rest of my family prophesied that we would 
be overrun and at their mercy, I held the thought 
that they did not belong here and must return to their 
own dominion. I gave God all the power, and they 
have disappeared like magic. —E. W. H. 


I want to say a little something on realization. I 
stumbled over it so long that I feel anxious to point out 
the simplicity of its attainment. 

REALIZATION. God is Love, Wisdom, Intelli- 


gence, everywhere present, rul- 


ing, guiding, sustaining and upholding us every 
moment. 

‘‘Yes, I believe that it is the truth, and yet I do 
not realize it,” says one. Well, what of that? The 
truth remains a fact, whether we believe it or not. 
Anything that we could do, or might think we could 
do, to produce realization would not alter the case; 
the truth would remain the same. 

Jesus said, ‘‘If any man will do His will he shall 
know of the doctrine.” Now, dear struggling soul, 
step right out and be obedient, and know at once and 
forever that you must do His will. God says, ‘‘ Look 
unto me, and be saved.” God has done His part of 
the work — it is finished. If God is Love, Wisdom, 
and Intelligence, everywhere present, ruling, guiding 
and upholding, just act in accordance, let this spirit 
rule and guide you in every act; square your life by 
it, take up the first duty at hand, and realization will 
come without any effort on your part whatever. It’s 
duty done that brings reward.— Mary G. MorriLt. 


CONDENSED TRUTH. II! 


‘‘Faith is the substance of things hoped for.”” The 
faith which is Substance is not what man has been 
believing in. The faith that is 


THE LAW OF Substance is of spiritual material. 


FAITH. : 

The world has been looking for 

a material answer to prayer, but the law is Spirit, 
therefore all things are Spirit. When the law of 
God is understood, the world will be transformed 
into what our understanding is developing. The Son 
of man is able to transform the world into a new 
creation. It is a new revelation to him that is spirit- 
ually minded. The law is bringing out the new mind 
and all must awake to its decrees. When the law is 
declared, it is putting the world out of existence, the 
same as darkness disperses when light is brought to 
bear upon it. The light of a lamp dispells the dark- 
ness; even so the Spirit of Truth is dispelling igno- 
rance. We, who are beginning to see and under- 
stand, are the light and heat that is melting and 
transforming the world. Although we, even as 
Jesus, are not understood by our nearest friends, yet 
we do not falter in our work. ‘‘Be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind.” We can do no 
other way than to follow our Shepherd. He is able 
to lead us into all truth, and bring us safely into 
green pastures and beside still waters. We are not 


only bringing the new into visibility, but we are put- 


ting to silence the words of foolishness. ‘‘By our 
words we are justified.” —Mrs. Hiccins. 


This has seemed to be the preplexing question. 
As years of experience have proven, most all the 


new applicants for healing ask 
AS pe ny in their first letter for our prices 
or terms for treatments. When 
we used to answer, it is so much a week, many would 
turn away saying, ‘‘It’s the money they want, they 
are after the dollars.” Thus many poor ignorant 
souls have gone on in darkness rather that pay a 


stated amount. Many have made the plea, ‘‘The 
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doctors have taken all our means, and as a last ex- 
tremity, we apply to you for healing,” often making 
the plea that ‘‘Jesus never charged or took money 
for healing, and why should you charge for absent 
treatments?’’ Now we defy anyone to prove that 
Jesus did not receive money for his services. He had 
a treasurer, we are told, who carried the money; 
where did he get his money if not from those to whom 
he ministered ? 

Weare called to this work, and have given our 
lives to the service of humanity. To be sure, we are 
supplied, but it is through the hands of our patients 
and pupils. The same Hand that ministers to them 
through us, supplies us through their hands; we have 
nowhere else to look for supply but to those to whom 
we minister. 

To receive healing one must be receptive, and he 
cannot be receptive and withhold money (the symbol 
of good) when it is within his reach. To be recep- 
tive the seeker must have faith, and it must be a 
living faith, a faith that is active, that does something. 
‘«Faith without works is dead.” 

So we have adopted the plan of receiving faith 
offerings of so much a week, leaving it to our patients 
and the Holy Spirit to set the amount. We want it 
to be a free-will gift, not in the sense of pay, but given 
freely from a loving heart. We give loving service; 
there is no such thing as paying for what we give. 
Money is only a symbol. 

Jesus taught the law of sacrifice; a good example 
of it is found in the story of the poor widow who cast 
two mites into the treasury along with the rich man’s 
large sums. The rich men made fun of her for 
daring to give so little. Jesus rebuked them, saying, 
‘‘ Behold, this poor woman has given more than you 
all, she has sacrificed her living, while you have 
made no sacrifice; behold, she shall have her 
reward.’’ The greater the sacrifice, the greater the 
reward. You have to pay the doctors of medicine, 
and the ministers of the gospel, whether they do you 
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any good or not. Should you not give to us, who 
stand ready to lead you into the Truth that is in- 
valuable? 

We turn no one away, recollect; but for your 
good, we ask you to observe and keep the law of 
compensation, never expecting something for nothing, 
but be ever as desirous to give as to receive. 

—E. P. C. WeBsTER. 


The Christ, called Jesus, is the Father, or Source, 
manifesting. The manifesting Father (Christ) is the 

only Substance. 

SUBSTANCE. We are iz this Substance, and 

/¢t is our ‘‘daily bread.” 

Consciousness must take hold upon this Substance; 
then shall we be fed with heavenly food, and ‘‘ hunger 
no more. ’’ 

From this Substance is woven the ‘‘wedding 
garment.” 

To become /ermanently conscious of this Sub- 
stance, is to become transfigured, illuminated /rom 
within. 

The Divine Substance is spoken of as the ‘‘ body” 
and ‘‘blood” of Christ Jesus. ‘‘He that eateth my 
flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I 
in him.” ‘‘This is that bread which came down from 
heaven.”’ 

It is by the way of the manifesting Father (Christ 
Jesus) that we know all these things. ‘‘Happy are 
ye if ye do them,”’ for, ‘‘He that knoweth and doeth 
not, shall be beaten with many stripes.’’ 

‘* This is everlasting life, to know God and Jesus 
Christ whom He hath sent.” 

The Substance you eat and drink is your ‘‘life” 
—everlasting life. It is unfailing; believe, trust, and 
be saved. — SARAH ELIzaBETH GRISWOLD. 


My body is the perfect expression of Good, for it 
is God made visible. All power is within me to 
bring fotth perfect demonstration.—//armony. 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 
BY JENNIE H. CROFT. 

What interpretation do you give to the following: ‘‘Excepta 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the king- 
dom of God." — Fohn 3.5? 

These words were spoken by Jesus in answer to 
Nicodemus’ question, ‘‘How can a man be born 
again?’’ and many have sought to know just what is 
meant by them. The church has taught that to be 
born of water means to be baptised, although there 
is a difference of opinion as to the amount of water 
necessary. To be born of the Spirit has been under- 
stood to mean first, a deep conviction of sin and 
unworthiness, and then a sense of forgiveness and 
joy, which experience has been termed conversion, 
and both conversion and baptism the church holds as 
necessary to complete salvation, or birth into the 
kingdom of God. 

In our interpretation of Scripture we seek the 
Spiritual, the esoteric meaning of the words rather 
than their literal rendering, and we find the language 
of the Bible to be largely symbolical. 

In this instance, we analyze the verse thus: To be 
born is to enter into a new state of consciousness. 


Water symbolizes thought, and as a body of water is 


never still, so thought is vibratory, and as we have 
been tossed about and buffeted by waves of ignorance, 
or lack of understanding of the Truth of Being, when 
we enter this new state of consciousness we find a 
more rapid vibration of thought waves and a higher 
range of our faculties, and through intuition we 
recognize our divine birthright—likeness to the 
Father. 

To be born of the Spirit is an experience which 
each soul must know for itself. No one can tell 
another what it is. Jesus said, ‘‘The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh or whither it 
goeth; so is he that is born of the Spirit.” In another 
place we read, ‘‘The Spirit beareth witness with my 
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spirit that I am the child of God.’’ When we enter 
into this higher or spiritual plane of consciousness, 
we come into a realization that we are Spirit, that 
there is only one substance— Spiritual Substance — 
and that body, soul, and spirit are One, and the 
kingdom of God is within us. 


From my view point, God is Universal Life and Substance, 
and Man isa radiating point of the same. God is Omnipotent, 
controlling all things, and I, of the same Being, have the same 
attributes and power, controlling my surroundings and life even 
as He does His larger measure. How things appear: I am 
kicked and cuffed around by circumstances, the slave of fear and 
worry; investments go wrong, want stares me in the face, and it 
all affects my health so that sometimes I feel that I cannot live. 

Now my question is this: Where is the conjunction with this 
Omnipotent Power? Do you find this seemingly true and grand 
theory to be practical? How do you work it? Where do you 
make your junction? Why cannot I use it?—F. J. F. 

These questions are practical and perfectly legiti- 
mate, and the problem is one to which many another 
is seeking a solution. So many are asking, ‘‘ Why 
cannot I demonstrate this which I know to be true?” 

The cause of failure with the majority of people, 
as with this lady, is that they have a clear intellectual 
grasp of the truth, but through lack of /aith have 
failed to make it a living reality. They have, as it 
were, built a great electrical plant, and then failed to 
press the button which would turn the current of 
power into their whole life. It is through /a7¢h that 
we make this connection with the God power within 
each soul. Instead of having faith that this power 
can control all circumstances, and trusting like a little 
child in the consciousness that this power zs working 
for them, they, through their dread and fear, simply 
prevent this Omnipotence from flowing through their 
universe. ‘‘ Perfect love casteth out fear.” 

The attitude for this lady and for all who are in 
the same state of mind is: Just now that this Power 
in you will enable you to make your environment 


what you will. Say to yourself, ‘‘I am one with 
Almightiness; all Power is given to me in my heaven 
and in my earth.” You must put aside all doubt; 
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realize that there is no lack in your Father’s house, 
and that you are His child. Sometimes it is neces- 
sary to have all material props removed so that you 
may trust in zothing but Universal Substance. Let 
us cast our net (thought force) upon the right side, 
the side of Faith and Trust, and we will draw to us 
all that the heart can desire — All Good. 


1. Just what do we mean when we affirm, ‘‘I am omnis- 
cient?”” Do we mean that we are becoming omniscient, or that 
we now partake of the attributes of God, being made in His 
image? 

2. How do we know that we are being led by the Spirit 
instead of our own mentality ? 

3. Must one be in conscious communion or relation with the 
Good to have realization? We so often see people enjoying every 
earthly blessing, whose lives seem selfish and sordid. 

1. Wecannot become what we already are, and 
as we are the image of, and like unto God, it 
follows that what God is, we are. The Spirit —the 
I Am— which is our real self, is all-knowing. In our 
study of the Science of Being we find out what we 
are in reality, and through the power of thought and 
the spoken word we are bringing into manifestation 
this I Am. 

2. This is something rather difficult to explain, 
for it is an experience of the soul, and each must 
know for himself alone. ‘‘The Spirit beareth wit- 
ness with my spirit.” If we live in close touch and 
conscious oneness with Spirit, ever listening to the 
‘«still small voice,” then all thoughts or suggestions 
which come to.us are quickly brought before this 
white light of Omniscience, and if they are not up to 
its pure standard they as quickly fall away. Mind, 
with all its faculties, is subservient to Spirit when 
we recognize Spirit as All in All. 


3. We cannot have a ¢rue realization of the Good 


without conscious relation with it. It is true that we 
see ‘‘the wicked flourish as a green bay tree,’’ but as 
they have no knowledge of the abiding presence and 
power of the Good, they are as the grass of the field, 
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‘*which today is and tomorrow is cast into the oven.” 
Now, the one who £aows he is one with omnipotent 
Good, the one who recognizes this source of supply 
and by active faith draws to himself and keeps the 
abundance of good, which is our birthright, is filled 
with joy and gladness because of this knowledge, 
and peace; perfection and prosperity attend him 
alway. 

Is it not true that the Divine Science people are really 
Christian Scientists, who for selfish purposes have adopted Mrs. 


Eddy’'s teachings and by slight alterations given out her teachings 
as their own? — M. B. S. 


The foundation of Divine Science, Christian 
Science, I Am Science, Practical Christianity, and 
Mental Science, is Zru¢h. Although it is generally 
conceded that Mrs. Eddy was the first to collaborate 
and set forth the statements of .the Science of Being 
in a text-book (there are those who dispute this), 
still she is not the only one to whom the truth is 


revealed, or through whom the Spirit speaks. I 
believe it is because she sought that distinction and 
taught her pupils that she alone was the interpreter 
of the truth, even going so far as to forbid the reading 
of or listening to any teachings beside her own, that 
people who must think for themselves sought freedom 
from this bondage, hence these slightly differing 
bodies of scientists. Mrs. Eddy has done a great 
work, and we give her all honor for it, but we believe 
that the spirit of inspiration is not given to one 
person alone, and he who cares not a whit by or 
through whom the truth is revealed, who only con- 
cerns himself that it comes to the knowledge of his 
fellowmen, such a one never troubles himself about 
his rights of priority; he simply rejoices that there 
are so many co-workers in the field. The time is 
coming when all distinctive titles will be dropped, 
when all will know the truth and the ¢rutf shall 
make us free. Those who make practical the teach- 
ings of Jesus the Christ will reach the place where, 
‘‘They shall teach no more every man his neighbor, 
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and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 
for they shall a// know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord.’’ 

Those who are of the other schools of Metaphysics 
outside of Christian Science are wo¢ Christian Scien- 
tists, nor have they adopted Mrs. Eddy’s teachings 
and altered them for selfish purposes. They speak 
and teach as the Spirit gives ‘em inspiration. 


How is that which is called carnal combined with the 
spiritual; how does the mortal.come into possession of the ‘‘ Divine 
Germ "? 

In the first place, we do not accept the doctrine of 
Original Sin. That we are conceived in sin and 
shapen in iniquity is contrary to reason and to our 
conception of our loving Father, who is the source 
of all good and only the good. Life does not come 
into existence by the will of the flesh, for life is God. 
There is only one Will and that is God’s Will, as 
there is only one Mind—Divine Mind. This mind 
seeking expression, as thought expresses itself in 
words, clothes itself in form, and man—God’s image 
and likeness—appears. This man, being like God, 
has the freedom of choice, and may will to live after 
the flesh, that is, gratify the senses and consider the 
material the real, which is being ‘ born of the flesh,” 


and so must perish, or he may will to live a spiritual 


life and so reap life eternal. 

Jesus came to show man how it is possible, when 
he realizes the power of this Divine Mind within him,,. 
for him to live the perfect life, and in thus showing 
the way saved him from—not some place of torment 
after death, but from sin, sickness, sorrow and death 
here and now. When we come into this understand- 
ing, we are not upon the plane of generation, but 
come into that of regeneration, where we bring forth 
or into manifestation our own true spiritual life, and 
where we are perfect even as our Father is perfect. 


‘‘Let peace abound, and goodness spring, 
To make the world with gladness ring.” 
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Unity is issued on the 15th, and Wee Wisdom on the 1st of the month. 


The National Circle of Divine Ministry, Washington. D. C., 
has changed its name to The National Institute of Practical 
Christianity. 


NOTICE TO ‘*THE NEW MAN” SUBSCRIBERS. 


The New Man has discontinued publication, owing to other 
important work necessary to be accomplished by its editor and 
publisher, Dr. P. Braun. Subscribers may order our book, ‘‘ The 
Master's Way" or back numbers of 7he New Aan to the amount 
due them, or Unity will fill out unexpired subscriptions. Sub- 
scribers who have not already made their desires known must 
notify Dr. Braun within two weeks. 

The New Man Publishing Co., of Omaha, Nebraska, will 
continue to sell Dr. Braun's books and lessons. Back numbers 
of the magazine can also be secured until the supply is exhausted. 
Remember, that although the paper will not be issued again until 
further notice, the New Man Publishing Co. will still continue to 
do business and serve its patrons as before 

Those of the subscribers who decide to take the book or back 
-numbers to the amount due them, will receive this number of 
UnITy as a sample copy, and Dr. Braun advises them to sub- 
scribe for this excellent magazine, as we know of no other that 
could serve them better. 

With love and best wishes to his numerous friends and 
patrons, Dr. P. Braun, 


2701 Woodworth Ave, Omaha, Neb. 
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In announcing the close of the California Street Home of 
Truth in San Francisco, for the time being, Mrs. C. W. Steele, 
who has been a faithful and steady worker, writes: ‘' Knowing 
that God, the everlasting Good, is leading and guiding us, it is 
without regret that I have to inform you that this Home has closed 
for the present. When a more suitable house is found, and some 


consecrated workers present themselves to assist in carrying on 
the Home, I hope to open again.” In the meantime Mrs. Steele 
will assist in the work at the Alameda Home 


Iam making arrangements for the erection of a “Temple” 
at the next annual St. Louis Exposition, opening September gth, 
1901, for the advancement of metaphysical education in every line, 
and would be pleased to correspond with metaphysicians regard- 
ing co-operation. Teachers, healers, artists, authors and musicians 
will be represented. Address, or call, 

VINTIE Root McDona.Lp, 
Room 804, 810 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo. 


A NEW BOOKLET 
By Hannah More Kohaus, author of ‘‘Between the Lines,” 
‘* Blossoms of Universal Truth,” ‘‘ Remedies of the Great Phy- 
sician,” ‘‘Soul Fragrance” (poem), Fruit From THE TREE OF 
LirE. Leatherette; price, 30 cents. Contents: How can we get 
nearer to God? From Incarnation to Christhood. Vibrations the 
Force of Forces. R. Kouaus, 334 Belden Ave., Chicago, IIl. 


I fully endorse Unity, and give it first place among the cata- 
logue of magazines and papers which are published in the interest 
of this new (but old) thought. It has the right vibration and 
speaks to me of Love, that ‘‘ greatest thing in the world.” Ihave 
been a subscriber since the first publication, and hope to see it 
flourish and spread its branches like the ‘‘ green bay tree.” 

— Mrs. M. A. WasHBournE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


We have heard of the good work of Lida May Smith, of the 
Capitol School of Oratory, Columbus, Ohio, in giving New 
Thought readings and recitations. She also lectures on ‘‘ Peace 
and Prosperity,” ‘‘ The Good Time Coming,” etc. She is open to 
engagements. Address Station A, Columbus, Ohio. 


The Circle of Divine Ministry, 131 Fifth Ave., New York City, 
is doing very effectual work in the New Thought. Mrs. Wilhel- 
mine W. Smith, an excellent business woman, has recently been 
made librarian. 
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‘* The Only Good and Other Talks,” by Leo Virgo, is the title 
of a new booklet of forty-eight pages. The thousands of readers 
of Unity who have received great help through this writer's pure 
teaching will appreciate the knowledge, peace, and healing influ- 
ence to be realized through reading this booklet. Send to Unity 
Tract Society, Kansas City, Mo. Price, 25 cents. 


MEETINGS IN KANSAS CITY. 

Regular Sunday services are held by the Unity Society of 
Practical Christianity in Arlington Hall, roth and Walnut Sts., 
at 11 o'clock a. mM. Midweek service, 2: 30 Pp. M. Wednesdays, at 
Unity Headquarters, 1315 McGee Street. High Noon Silence, 
12 to 12: 30 daily except Sunday, 1315 McGee Street 

L. S. Thompson will address a meeting every Friday at 8 P. 
M., in Unity Rooms, 1315 McGee Street. 

‘‘Lessons on the Philosophy of Life” is a course of practical 
instruction being delivered at Unity Headquarters at 3 o'clock on 
the afternoons of Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday of each week 
by Mrs. Jennie H. Croft. 


You are cordially invited to attend any and all these meetings. 


WEE WISDOM’S WAY. 
What comes from the heart goes to the heart, and I felt when 
I had finished reading that little book, ‘‘ Wee Wisdom’s Way,” as 
though I had been with the Father and listened while He him- 
self taught the Truth, so simple, clear and direct in its message. 
Dresser is alright, Wood is alright, and Trine speaks the message 
cleatly and forcibly to those who can understand their language, 
but what about the thousands of God's children who can scarcely 
read and write? ‘‘Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” I have wanted just such a book as ‘: Wee Wis- 
dom’s Way” for a long time to send toa dear christian woman 
who is living the life of a martyr, and if she cannot catch a gleam 
of God's own Truth from the pages of this little book, she is blind 
indeed. —B. D. S. 
64 pages; price, 25 cents. 
Back NuMBERS OF UNITY. 
Complete year, January - December, 1897, (24 numbers) 50c. 
Leatherette bound volume, June- December, 1896, 50 cents. 
Package of about twelve miscellaneous numbers of 1896 and 
1897, or all in 1897 or 1898, 10 cents. 


The Fr.e Man, edited. by C. W. Close, Bangor, Maine, has 
been merged into A/ind, of New York. 


UNITY. 


H. Louise Burpee is now located in a very pleasant part of 
Chicago, at 636 East 42d Street, Flat O, between two prominent 
car lines, ‘‘Indiana” and ‘‘ Elevated,” and accessible to others, 
and where she will be glad to receive her patients and friends. 

Mr. Leonard S. Thompson is occupying the platform of the 
Unity Society of Practical Christianity in Kansas City during the 
absence or the regular speaker, Mr. Charles Fillmore, who is 
teaching classes in the Metaphysical Summer School at Manitou, 
Colorado. 


REMEDIES OF THE GREAT PHYSICIAN, PRICE 40 CENTS. 
By Hannah More Kohaus. 

This valuable book contains over forty treatments for nearly 
all diseases, besides a very valuable article, ‘‘ What does it mean 
to give a treatment?” Send for a copy to R. Konaus, 344 Belden 
Ave., Chicago, IIl. 


I receive such great good, unspeakable, from Unity. I am 
learning new and better ways of life, and no longer live in a 
‘*slough of despond,” nor as a ‘‘ worm of the dust,” but away up 
on the mountain-side, basking in the pure white light of the 
Father's love and glory —not already perfect, but eagerly, con- 
fidently ‘‘ pressing toward the mark for the prize of my high call- 


ing.”— F. M. Zucx, Holbrook, Ariz. 


The August issue of WEE Wispom is one of the finest numbers 
of that popular magazine for children. It is the birthday number, 
and was written and edited entirely by the children. ‘‘ Pansy 
Children” is a full-page illustrated poem by Geo. Bounhold. 
Marion Sleater wrote a charming letter concerning Unity School at 
Merchantville, N. J. ‘‘A Dime, the Sister of A Nickel,” is a 
short sketch by Mabel M. Rogers, and Alma Anderson contributes 
a sweet story of ‘‘ Pink’s Valentine.’’ Mamie petitions the artist 
to make ‘Mother Goose appear as nice and young as Mother 
Truth. Edna Hickok writes of ‘‘The Kind Children.” Helen 
Paine has a poem on “‘ The Flowers of Spring,” while Orion writes 
entertainingly on ‘‘Our Backyard Tenants.” ‘‘ Rick’s Bug 
House” is an illustration of animals and birds by WEE Wispom’s 
coming artist. ‘‘ The Violets” is a story by Margaret Washburne, 
and Katie Kring is the author of asweet poem. The Juvenile 
Bible Lessons, written by children of the Alameda, Cal., Home 
of Truth, are extra good, and Bessie Pyatt has a charming story 
on ‘‘What Happened to Mary.” The letters, pillow verses, Wee 
Editor's Sanctum and extracts are all specially entertaining. The 
cover pages are printed in purlpe and present a neat appearance. 
If you are not acquainted with this, the only metaphysical paper 
for children, send a card for sample copy. Its subscription price 
is but 50 cents a year. 


Pela 


ese we 


